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We hope you enjoy this month's issue. Our goal
is to provide information to the community,
focusing on preparedness, safety, and health.  If
you have a suggestion for future articles, please
contact twainhartecert@gmail.com for
consideration of the topic by the board. 1

June is 
the gateway to 

Summer.
                                         ~Jean Hersey~
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THCSD GENERAL MANAGER REPORT
by Tom Trott,  THCSD General Manager
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To learn more details,  join us at our monthly THCSD board meetings.



TWAIN HARTE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief

April Responses: 

EMS Incidents: 24
Fires: 4

Public Service Assists: 3
Emergency Standby: 4

 Staffing

Full-Time Captains: 2
Full-Time Engineers: 3

Intern Operator: 1 
Reserve Firefighters: 2
Intern Firefighters: 3

April Training Hours: 209

Incident Responses

Twain Harte: 40%
Tuolumne County Fire: 60% 

Facilities

May ResponsesAcademic Achievement

On behalf of the Twain
Harte Fire Department,

we would like to
congratulate Intern

Firefighter Ethan Row on
his graduation from

Columbia College. Ethan
graduated with two

associate's degrees in
fire science and fire

technology.
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Fleet

Thank you to all
the shifts for

helping with the
Twain Harte

Meadows Park
project.

I want to extend once again my sincere appreciation to Captain Slater
and his crew for all the hard work on keeping the fleet running.

May 12th, E-721 and
C-720 responded to
an electric vehicle

(EV) Fire on
Highway 108.

May 17th, Wt-721
responded to a

vegetation fire in
the Don

Pedro area.



THCSD WATER & SEWER REPORT
by Lewis Giambruno, THCSD Operations Manager
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4

NOT PICTURED

9 10

1. Crews CCTV’ed sections of the area serving the Twain Harte Lake bench.
2. Garrett and Rick perform routine jetting of our collections systems.
3. A blue jay visits the water plant office and is curious about our taxidermied rattlesnakes.
4. The Black Oak pump motor underwent an overhaul.
5. Old bathrooms undergoing a conversion to storage.
6. Crews performed two service line repairs and one mainline break.
7. Ron Jacobs et al held a Tuolumne Vs Calaveras tennis tournament. Tuolumne crew won.
8. Cresta gully sewer replacement project is largely complete.
9. THFD assisted at the park, performing weed-eating and mulching. Thank you, THFD!
10.The bollard at the stage was fixed so that it could be locked in place.

The Ford dealership performed mobile services on our Ford trucks, including software
updates to the trailer modules, emissions, and a safety recall.
The surface water treatment plant clarifier had its biannual drawdown, cleaning, and
inspection.
Ron Jacobs et al volunteered with the placement of screens at the tennis courts.
The Pipehunter Hydro-Excavator blower is in the process of being returned from the
East Coast repair shop to the MME shop for installation and tests. We hope to get it
back in the next couple of weeks.



FIREFIGHTER REHAB TRAINING:
STRENGTHENING OUR COMMITMENT TO
THOSE WHO SERVE
by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager
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Firefighter rehab training represents one of the most
meaningful ways we can give back to the brave men and
women who put their lives on the line every day. This
month, THA CERT proudly hosted another successful
training class, resulting in five new certified rehab team
members ready to support our hardworking firefighters
when they need it most. 

The comprehensive program combines three hours of
classroom instruction with one hour plus of hands-on
practical drills, providing participants with both the
theoretical knowledge and real-world skills necessary to
operate effectively in high-stress environments. Preparing
for the class required countless hours of dedicated effort
behind the scenes. We extend our deepest gratitude to Mike

Mandell, Bob Schreiner, and Lise Lemonier for their tireless work ensuring every piece of
equipment was in perfect working order and that the entire setup ran smoothly. Their
commitment and attention to detail made the entire training possible.

The session kicked off with a thorough introduction and overview of the curriculum. Due
to the intense heat, instructors wisely adjusted the schedule to move the hands- on drill
earlier in the day. Each student was paired with an experienced mentor who provided
guidance throughout the practical exercises. Mentors explained the specific
responsibilities while students performed the tasks under close supervision. The program
manager narrated the evolving scenario in real time, keeping everyone aligned and
immersed in the realistic conditions.

Firefighters from MiWuk and Twain Harte Fire then conducted a drill in full turnout gear
under challenging weather conditions, simulating the demanding physical environment
firefighters face. The rehab team stood ready to provide critical support — monitoring
vital signs, offering hydration and cooling, and ensuring the safety and recovery of those
operating on the front lines.



FIREFIGHTER REHAB TRAINING:
STRENGTHENING OUR COMMITMENT TO
THOSE WHO SERVE  CONT.
by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager
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What the students and mentors didn’t know was that the
firefighters had planned a special “test” for the team. One
firefighter arrived fully geared up, prompting the rehab crew
to immediately recognize the issue and escort him back to
remove his turnout gear. Another firefighter delivered an
Oscar-worthy performance, simulating heat stress with
elevated pulse rate, confusion, and physical exhaustion.
Leaning heavily on a table and speaking incoherently, he had
the team fully engaged in their protocols. In the end, the
group unanimously awarded him the “Academy Award” for
his convincing act — a lighthearted moment that highlighted
both the team’s preparedness and the firefighters’ good-
natured commitment to realistic training.

Once the drill concluded, participants properly stored all equipment, an often-overlooked
but essential part of the learning process. The group then returned to the classroom for
the remainder of the academic portion. Chief Gamez delivered an insightful presentation
on the physiological threats firefighters face in the line of duty. Engineer Kaleb and Ethan
provided a detailed demonstration of the protective gear firefighters rely on, followed by
Captain Slater sharing a powerful photos and video footage from actual fires the team has
battled, along with valuable lessons learned from those incidents. At that point the fire
department was dispatched to a fire and left promptly.

Mary Schreiner took on the last of the presentations that needed to be covered and then
Mike Mandell and I awarded each student with a certificate.

This training not only equips our members with vital skills, but also reinforces the strong
partnership between our organization and the fire department. Every participant left
better prepared to support our firefighters during their most vulnerable moments — after
the fire is knocked down, when the body is pushed to its limits, and when professional
medical oversight and recovery become critical.

We are incredibly proud of our
newest rehab team members
and extend heartfelt thanks to
all the instructors, mentors, and
firefighters who made this
training such a success. Their
dedication ensures that when
our heroes need help, skilled
and compassionate support will
be ready and waiting.

Together, we protect those who
protect us.



TWAIN HARTE CERT IS COOL!
by Carol Hoch, CERT Volunteer 

attendees with respite from the heat. For hours while the sun baked the tarmac,
thousands of people watched vintage planes take off, fly in formations, and land. They
strolled among and admired the many classic cars on display and perused goods supplied
by over twenty vendors. Children ran about, laughing and screeching with delight. 

But heat bouncing off asphalt takes its toll. Eventually, some of the kids and adults passing
our pavilion showed signs of fatigue. Recognizing their discomfort, fellow CERT member
Ed Proctor and I beckoned them with smiles of welcome and invited them to check out
the restorative benefits of sitting inside the CERT Cooling Station. Equipped with a large
ramp for easy access, air conditioning, and bench seating, many took advantage of the
enclosed trailer’s comforts. Seeing people trudging hot and tired up the ramp and
emerging ten or twenty or more minutes later, cooled down and smiling, let us know the
Cooling Station was a success. 

At one point, after a short while cooling off in the trailer, a young girl walked up to us and
said, “Thank you” when I handed her a foldout fan with the Twain Harte CERT logo on it.
Seeing our town’s name in print, she said, “We live in Twain Harte!” At the same time, Ed
and I said, “I do too!” and then we all grinned at each other, happy to find common
ground, and it seemed to me, a mutual love for our community. 

With love comes responsibility and care. Under the guidelines laid out by FEMA,
members of Community Emergency Response Teams across America are there to “assist
in lifesaving and safety-critical tasks while professional responders focus on more
complex operations.” FEMA provides the training, but it is up to the volunteers of CERT
to follow through and actually provide services to not only help first responders but also
their communities at large. While the Cooling Station was originally constructed as a
mobile deployment unit providing respite and emergency medical evaluation and care,
particularly for firefighters in the field, the station has proved it can serve the community
in other ways. As have the volunteers of Twain Harte’s CERT who by their service and
dedication, exemplify and honor the organization’s mission under FEMA’s guidelines.
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In anticipation of hot weather at Columbia Airport’s 57th Annual Father’s
Day Fly-In on June 20th, CERT representatives from Twain Harte set up
the organization’s Cooling Station and pavilion to provide festival

While we were cleaning up in the
container one day recently, we found
these cute little pins. We will be
giving them away at our next
training, so now you have even more
incentive to attend.

Look What We Found!Look What We Found!Look What We Found!Look What We Found!



FATHER’S DAY FLY-IN
by Ed Proctor, Cooling/Warming Unit Leader

The Columbia Airport requested that we deploy our cooling trailer to the
Father’s Day Fly-In, in anticipation of hot temperatures on June 20, 2026.
This was the trailer’s first public outing following the installation of a mini-
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split AC/Heater, and the remodeling of the interior by Bob Schreiner and Mike Mandel.
The interior changes to the trailer have made it very efficient for easy deployment and
setup. 

When I arrived at the airport, the temperatures were very cool, with a mild breeze. The
day did warm up; however, it was not until noon that it was warm enough for people to
want to enter the trailer, although once inside, they were very impressed. Several families

with babies in strollers, were very
appreciative that they could roll
their strollers up the ramp into the
trailer to let their little ones cool
down. 

We provided relief to approximately
75 people throughout the day and
received numerous appreciative
comments about the trailer. My
thanks to Carolyn Hoch and Mike
Mandell for their help.

NEW TRAINING OFFICER
by Mary Schreiner, PIO & VP

Please join us in welcoming our new Training Officer, Mike "Red" Griffin.
Red and his wife of almost 31 years, Brenda, have been residents of Twain
Harte since 2021, moving here from Arnold, where they lived for 15 years. 
Clearly, they enjoy mountain life and spend much of their spare time outdoors, whether it
be swimming at Sonora Fitness, hiking, or kayaking.
 
They have one son, who just graduated from nursing school and is hoping to start working
close to home.
 
Red retired from a career as a telecommunications engineer. Since he's lived here, he has
completed 3 AA degrees in forestry and natural resources at Columbia College. Red
believes you are never too old to learn.
 
In addition to volunteering with THA-CERT, Red also volunteers with CSERC. He's
enjoying retirement and likes to be of service to his community. 

Red is already hard at work setting up training for August, September, and October. Keep
an eye out for information on these sessions, which are sure to be interesting and
informative. 
 
Welcome to the Team, Red!



GEARHEAD REVIVAL CAR SHOW BRINGS
CLASSIC CARS AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT TO
TWAIN HARTE
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by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager

The Gearhead Revival delivered a fantastic weekend of classic cars, scenic drives, good
food, and small-town camaraderie in Twain Harte. With clear skies and enthusiastic
participants, the event unfolded over two memorable days. A Poker Run and Welcome
BBQ on Friday, followed by the main car show on Saturday.

Friday: Poker Run & Welcome BBQ
Pre-registered participants gathered at Meadow Park to check in,
receive their maps and scorecards, and get a quick rundown of the
rules. Engines roared to life as the group set off on the Poker Run. The
first stop was just a short tenth of a mile away at the Twain Harte Fire
Department, but classic car caravans have a mind of their own. The
lead car took an unexpected turn, sending participants scattering in
every direction in a hilarious moment of confusion. After some laughs
and regrouping, everyone reached the fire department, then
continued to beautiful stops at Pinecrest Lake and Donnell Vista Point.

Lunch at the Strawberry Inn provided another
lighthearted memory: when the waitress didn’t
appear, one participant (ok, it was me) stepped up to
take everyone’s orders. The group took it all in stride
with the easygoing spirit that defines the Gearhead
Revival. The day wrapped up with the final draw and
a lively Welcome BBQ at the Meadow Park Gazebo.
Special thanks to THCSD for allowing full-day use
of the park on Friday and to Twain Harte Market for
donating the meat for the event. Westside Auto Car
Club BBQ’d and brought all the rest of the fixings.

Saturday: The Main Car Show 
While Friday was all about the drive, Saturday
belonged to the cars. The setup crew was out before
dawn — gathering at 4:00 a.m. to install barricades,
road-closed signs, and detour markers along the
streets of Twain Harte. A few cars that missed the
“no overnight parking” notice had to be gently
relocated, but by morning everything was ready.

As participants and spectators arrived, 131 registered classics filled the designated parking
area. The CERT team ran popular booths selling Lockford sausages, margaritas, beer,
wine, and firefighter swag. Praise and Pour kept the crowd energized with delicious iced
coffees. The Gearhead Revival team handled registration, displayed an impressive
collection of trophies, and managed a silent auction. Rita circulated through the crowd
selling 50/50 raffle tickets, adding extra excitement to the day.



GEARHEAD REVIVAL CAR SHOW BRINGS
CLASSIC CARS AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT TO
TWAIN HARTE CONT.
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Nostalgic music filled the air from morning into the afternoon, creating a relaxed and
joyful vibe. People danced in the street, admired the lineup of beautifully maintained
vehicles, and swapped stories with fellow enthusiasts. The show celebrated not only the
cars themselves (with their gleaming chrome, powerful engines, and meticulous detailing)
but also the dedication of the owners who keep these rolling pieces of history alive.

The Gearhead Revival is more than a car event. It’s a community celebration built on
volunteer effort, neighborly goodwill, and a shared passion for classics. From the early-
morning setup crew to the participants who rolled with every detour and hiccup, the
weekend showcased the best of Twain Harte.

by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager

A big thank you goes out to all the volunteers, sponsors, local businesses, and participants
who made the weekend possible. Events like the Gearhead Revival bring energy to our
area, support local causes, and create lasting memories.

Whether you’re a longtime gearhead or simply enjoy beautiful cars and a fun community
atmosphere, the Gearhead Revival is an event worth attending. We look forward to seeing
even more classics and familiar faces next year!

Thank You to Our SponsorsThank You to Our SponsorsThank You to Our Sponsors
Sonora Area Foundation
Twain Harte Market

Black Oak Casino
Sloth Manufacturing

Business First
Yosemite Design

Twain Harte CSD
Westside Auto Club

Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce                  Numerous donations from car participants 



SAUSAGES, MARGARITAS, AND CARS!
by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief
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Last Saturday, the last Saturday of
June, was a beautiful day in Twain
Harte. As it has been in the last few
years, the day was dedication to the annual
Gearhead Car Show in downtown Twain Harte.
Our Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT, as you know us) offered food and drink to
the car gazers. We sold (and sold out!) Lockford
sausage, hot dogs, soda, beer, wine, and
margaritas, as well as our Twain Harte Fire
Department T-shirts and hats. The crew looked
unusually spiffy in their new green and logo-ed
aprons! 

Thanks to everyone who helped out, and thank
you to those who purchased our goods. A great big
thank you to the firefighters who helped us set up
and take down our booth. Great teamwork!
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Recipe shared by Carol Hallett

1 1/2 Quarts water
1/2 Cup sugar
2 Sprigs mint + more for garnish
5-6 Cups cubed watermelon
1/2 Cup freshly squeezed lemon
juice (about 4 lemons)

1. In a large pot, bring water and sugar to a

light boil. Stirring until the sugar is dissolved

and the mixture is clear. Remove from heat.

2. Add sprigs of mint and allow to steep for 15

minutes. 
3. Remove mint sprigs and allow the liquid

mixture to cool for 10 minutes. 
4. Pour the liquid mixture into a blender with

the watermelon cubes. Blend until smooth. 

5. Pour the mixture into a fine-mesh sieve into

a pitcher to remove any pulp and seeds.

6. Stir in lemon juice and serve immediately

over ice with a sprig of mint for garnish. 

Watermelon-Mint
Lemonade

6-8 servings

Level: Easy

15 min prep
25 min total time

INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS:



WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?

CERT BASIC TRAINING AT CHICKEN RANCH
by Mike “Red” Griffin, Training Officer

The Chicken Ranch CERT hosted the CERT Basic Training course during
the weekend of June 12-14. Thanks to Chief New of Chicken Ranch and to
instructors Chad Fitzgerald and Mark Ferreira for putting on this training 
class. Chad came from Clovis to lead the class; I attended as an observer.
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The total THA-CERT volunteer hours:        

APRILAPRIL

Administration =.  237  

Training =                48      

Deployment =         94  

Total Hours =        379 

by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief

SAFETY TIP
by John Buckingham, Safety Officer

JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE

There were five attendees, and they all
enjoyed delicious lunches provided by
Chicken Ranch on Saturday and Sunday.
The attendees and instructors greatly
appreciated the famous Twain Harte CERT
flashcards provided to all students.
Students played “CERT Jeopardy” as a final
wrap-up to the course!

The next Basic Training course will be
hosted at Twain Harte CERT in April 2027. 

Protect Children Around Water
Never leave children unattended in or near water, even for a moment.
Install pool barriers, covers, and alarms.
Enroll children in swimming lessons and learn to swim yourself.
Ensure pool and spa drain covers meet safety standards and teach children to stay away
from drains.

Stay Safe in the Water
Always swim with a buddy.
Learn CPR. It can save a life.
Swim only in designated areas with lifeguards when possible.
Check weather and water conditions before swimming, and leave the water
immediately if thunderstorms approach.
Never dive into water unless you know it is deep enough.

Remember: Drowning can happen in as little as 2 inches of water, but it is 100%
preventable with proper supervision and safe practices.

Pool & WaterPool & Water  
SafetySafety

Pool & Water 
Safety
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MEETINGS 
THCSD Board Meeting                     
Wednesday, July 8th, 2026 9:00 am  
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room
https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  NEXT?

Events Events Events 
UPCOMING UPCOMING UPCOMING 

THA-CERT & Fire Board Meeting
Thursday, June 9th, 2026 9:30 am
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room.

Visit Tuolumne County:
https://www.visittuolumne.com/events

Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce:
https://www.embracethelocal.com/community
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Join the weekly
Twain Harte 
Neighborhood 
Radio Watch   
Sun: 9:00 AM
FRS/GMRS: Ch. 18
To learn more, contact:
Lee Smith at 209-988-8832

Contact:  Karen Caldwell
tcfirewise@gmail.com

Join or start a 
FIREWISE 
neighborhood

https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings
https://www.visittuolumne.com/events?curdate=2024-09-01&view=tile
https://www.visittuolumne.com/events?curdate=2024-09-01&view=tile
https://www.embracethelocal.com/community-calendar
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	June is  the gateway to  Summer.                                          ~Jean Hersey~

	THCSD GENERAL MANAGER REPORT
	by Tom Trott, THCSD General Manager
	To learn more details, join us at our monthly THCSD board meetings.


	TWAIN HARTE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
	by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief
	Academic Achievement
	On behalf of the Twain Harte Fire Department, we would like to congratulate Intern Firefighter Ethan Row on his graduation from Columbia College. Ethan graduated with two associate's degrees in fire science and fire technology.
	May Responses

	May 12th, E-721 and C-720 responded to an electric vehicle (EV) Fire on Highway 108.
	May 17th, Wt-721 responded to a vegetation fire in the Don Pedro area.
	Fleet

	I want to extend once again my sincere appreciation to Captain Slater and his crew for all the hard work on keeping the fleet running.
	Thank you to all the shifts for helping with the Twain Harte Meadows Park project.

	Facilities

	THCSD WATER & SEWER REPORT
	by Lewis Giambruno, THCSD Operations Manager
	1. Crews CCTV’ed sections of the area serving the Twain Harte Lake bench. 2. Garrett and Rick perform routine jetting of our collections systems. 3. A blue jay visits the water plant office and is curious about our taxidermied rattlesnakes. 4. The Black Oak pump motor underwent an overhaul. 5. Old bathrooms undergoing a conversion to storage. 6. Crews performed two service line repairs and one mainline break. 7. Ron Jacobs et al held a Tuolumne Vs Calaveras tennis tournament. Tuolumne crew won. 8. Cresta gully sewer replacement project is largely complete. 9. THFD assisted at the park, performing weed-eating and mulching. Thank you, THFD!
	The bollard at the stage was fixed so that it could be locked in place.

	NOT PICTURED
	The Ford dealership performed mobile services on our Ford trucks, including software updates to the trailer modules, emissions, and a safety recall.
	The surface water treatment plant clarifier had its biannual drawdown, cleaning, and inspection.
	Ron Jacobs et al volunteered with the placement of screens at the tennis courts.
	The Pipehunter Hydro-Excavator blower is in the process of being returned from the East Coast repair shop to the MME shop for installation and tests. We hope to get it back in the next couple of weeks.


	FIREFIGHTER REHAB TRAINING: STRENGTHENING OUR COMMITMENT TO THOSE WHO SERVE
	by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager
	Firefighter rehab training represents one of the most meaningful ways we can give back to the brave men and women who put their lives on the line every day. This month, THA CERT proudly hosted another successful training class, resulting in five new certified rehab team members ready to support our hardworking firefighters when they need it most.
	The comprehensive program combines three hours of classroom instruction with one hour plus of hands-on practical drills, providing participants with both the theoretical knowledge and real-world skills necessary to operate effectively in high-stress environments. Preparing for the class required countless hours of dedicated effort behind the scenes. We extend our deepest gratitude to Mike
	Mandell, Bob Schreiner, and Lise Lemonier for their tireless work ensuring every piece of equipment was in perfect working order and that the entire setup ran smoothly. Their commitment and attention to detail made the entire training possible.
	The session kicked off with a thorough introduction and overview of the curriculum. Due to the intense heat, instructors wisely adjusted the schedule to move the hands- on drill earlier in the day. Each student was paired with an experienced mentor who provided guidance throughout the practical exercises. Mentors explained the specific responsibilities while students performed the tasks under close supervision. The program manager narrated the evolving scenario in real time, keeping everyone aligned and immersed in the realistic conditions.
	Firefighters from MiWuk and Twain Harte Fire then conducted a drill in full turnout gear under challenging weather conditions, simulating the demanding physical environment firefighters face. The rehab team stood ready to provide critical support — monitoring vital signs, offering hydration and cooling, and ensuring the safety and recovery of those operating on the front lines.


	FIREFIGHTER REHAB TRAINING: STRENGTHENING OUR COMMITMENT TO THOSE WHO SERVE  CONT.
	by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager
	What the students and mentors didn’t know was that the firefighters had planned a special “test” for the team. One firefighter arrived fully geared up, prompting the rehab crew to immediately recognize the issue and escort him back to remove his turnout gear. Another firefighter delivered an Oscar-worthy performance, simulating heat stress with elevated pulse rate, confusion, and physical exhaustion. Leaning heavily on a table and speaking incoherently, he had the team fully engaged in their protocols. In the end, the group unanimously awarded him the “Academy Award” for his convincing act — a lighthearted moment that highlighted both the team’s preparedness and the firefighters’ good-natured commitment to realistic training.
	Once the drill concluded, participants properly stored all equipment, an often-overlooked but essential part of the learning process. The group then returned to the classroom for the remainder of the academic portion. Chief Gamez delivered an insightful presentation on the physiological threats firefighters face in the line of duty. Engineer Kaleb and Ethan provided a detailed demonstration of the protective gear firefighters rely on, followed by Captain Slater sharing a powerful photos and video footage from actual fires the team has battled, along with valuable lessons learned from those incidents. At that point the fire department was dispatched to a fire and left promptly.
	Mary Schreiner took on the last of the presentations that needed to be covered and then Mike Mandell and I awarded each student with a certificate.
	This training not only equips our members with vital skills, but also reinforces the strong partnership between our organization and the fire department. Every participant left better prepared to support our firefighters during their most vulnerable moments — after the fire is knocked down, when the body is pushed to its limits, and when professional medical oversight and recovery become critical.
	We are incredibly proud of our newest rehab team members and extend heartfelt thanks to all the instructors, mentors, and firefighters who made this training such a success. Their dedication ensures that when our heroes need help, skilled and compassionate support will be ready and waiting.
	Together, we protect those who protect us.

	TWAIN HARTE CERT IS COOL!
	by Carol Hoch, CERT Volunteer
	In anticipation of hot weather at Columbia Airport’s 57th Annual Father’s Day Fly-In on June 20th, CERT representatives from Twain Harte set up the organization’s Cooling Station and pavilion to provide festival
	attendees with respite from the heat. For hours while the sun baked the tarmac, thousands of people watched vintage planes take off, fly in formations, and land. They strolled among and admired the many classic cars on display and perused goods supplied by over twenty vendors. Children ran about, laughing and screeching with delight.
	But heat bouncing off asphalt takes its toll. Eventually, some of the kids and adults passing our pavilion showed signs of fatigue. Recognizing their discomfort, fellow CERT member Ed Proctor and I beckoned them with smiles of welcome and invited them to check out the restorative benefits of sitting inside the CERT Cooling Station. Equipped with a large ramp for easy access, air conditioning, and bench seating, many took advantage of the enclosed trailer’s comforts. Seeing people trudging hot and tired up the ramp and emerging ten or twenty or more minutes later, cooled down and smiling, let us know the Cooling Station was a success.
	At one point, after a short while cooling off in the trailer, a young girl walked up to us and said, “Thank you” when I handed her a foldout fan with the Twain Harte CERT logo on it. Seeing our town’s name in print, she said, “We live in Twain Harte!” At the same time, Ed and I said, “I do too!” and then we all grinned at each other, happy to find common ground, and it seemed to me, a mutual love for our community.
	With love comes responsibility and care. Under the guidelines laid out by FEMA, members of Community Emergency Response Teams across America are there to “assist in lifesaving and safety-critical tasks while professional responders focus on more complex operations.” FEMA provides the training, but it is up to the volunteers of CERT to follow through and actually provide services to not only help first responders but also their communities at large. While the Cooling Station was originally constructed as a mobile deployment unit providing respite and emergency medical evaluation and care, particularly for firefighters in the field, the station has proved it can serve the community in other ways. As have the volunteers of Twain Harte’s CERT who by their service and dedication, exemplify and honor the organization’s mission under FEMA’s guidelines.
	While we were cleaning up in the container one day recently, we found these cute little pins. We will be giving them away at our next training, so now you have even more incentive to attend.



	FATHER’S DAY FLY-IN
	by Ed Proctor, Cooling/Warming Unit Leader
	The Columbia Airport requested that we deploy our cooling trailer to the Father’s Day Fly-In, in anticipation of hot temperatures on June 20, 2026. This was the trailer’s first public outing following the installation of a mini-
	split AC/Heater, and the remodeling of the interior by Bob Schreiner and Mike Mandel. The interior changes to the trailer have made it very efficient for easy deployment and setup.
	When I arrived at the airport, the temperatures were very cool, with a mild breeze. The day did warm up; however, it was not until noon that it was warm enough for people to want to enter the trailer, although once inside, they were very impressed. Several families
	with babies in strollers, were very appreciative that they could roll their strollers up the ramp into the trailer to let their little ones cool down.
	We provided relief to approximately 75 people throughout the day and received numerous appreciative comments about the trailer. My thanks to Carolyn Hoch and Mike Mandell for their help.


	NEW TRAINING OFFICER
	by Mary Schreiner, PIO & VP
	Please join us in welcoming our new Training Officer, Mike "Red" Griffin. Red and his wife of almost 31 years, Brenda, have been residents of Twain Harte since 2021, moving here from Arnold, where they lived for 15 years.
	Clearly, they enjoy mountain life and spend much of their spare time outdoors, whether it be swimming at Sonora Fitness, hiking, or kayaking.
	They have one son, who just graduated from nursing school and is hoping to start working close to home.
	Red retired from a career as a telecommunications engineer. Since he's lived here, he has completed 3 AA degrees in forestry and natural resources at Columbia College. Red believes you are never too old to learn.
	In addition to volunteering with THA-CERT, Red also volunteers with CSERC. He's enjoying retirement and likes to be of service to his community.
	Red is already hard at work setting up training for August, September, and October. Keep an eye out for information on these sessions, which are sure to be interesting and informative.
	Welcome to the Team, Red!


	GEARHEAD REVIVAL CAR SHOW BRINGS CLASSIC CARS AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT TO TWAIN HARTE
	by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager
	The Gearhead Revival delivered a fantastic weekend of classic cars, scenic drives, good food, and small-town camaraderie in Twain Harte. With clear skies and enthusiastic participants, the event unfolded over two memorable days. A Poker Run and Welcome BBQ on Friday, followed by the main car show on Saturday.
	Friday: Poker Run & Welcome BBQ Pre-registered participants gathered at Meadow Park to check in, receive their maps and scorecards, and get a quick rundown of the rules. Engines roared to life as the group set off on the Poker Run. The first stop was just a short tenth of a mile away at the Twain Harte Fire Department, but classic car caravans have a mind of their own. The lead car took an unexpected turn, sending participants scattering in every direction in a hilarious moment of confusion. After some laughs and regrouping, everyone reached the fire department, then continued to beautiful stops at Pinecrest Lake and Donnell Vista Point.
	Lunch at the Strawberry Inn provided another lighthearted memory: when the waitress didn’t appear, one participant (ok, it was me) stepped up to take everyone’s orders. The group took it all in stride with the easygoing spirit that defines the Gearhead Revival. The day wrapped up with the final draw and a lively Welcome BBQ at the Meadow Park Gazebo. Special thanks to THCSD for allowing full-day use of the park on Friday and to Twain Harte Market for donating the meat for the event. Westside Auto Car Club BBQ’d and brought all the rest of the fixings.
	Saturday: The Main Car Show  While Friday was all about the drive, Saturday belonged to the cars. The setup crew was out before dawn — gathering at 4:00 a.m. to install barricades, road-closed signs, and detour markers along the streets of Twain Harte. A few cars that missed the “no overnight parking” notice had to be gently relocated, but by morning everything was ready.
	As participants and spectators arrived, 131 registered classics filled the designated parking area. The CERT team ran popular booths selling Lockford sausages, margaritas, beer, wine, and firefighter swag. Praise and Pour kept the crowd energized with delicious iced coffees. The Gearhead Revival team handled registration, displayed an impressive collection of trophies, and managed a silent auction. Rita circulated through the crowd selling 50/50 raffle tickets, adding extra excitement to the day.


	GEARHEAD REVIVAL CAR SHOW BRINGS CLASSIC CARS AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT TO TWAIN HARTE CONT.
	by Carol Hallett, THA-CERT Program Manager
	Nostalgic music filled the air from morning into the afternoon, creating a relaxed and joyful vibe. People danced in the street, admired the lineup of beautifully maintained vehicles, and swapped stories with fellow enthusiasts. The show celebrated not only the cars themselves (with their gleaming chrome, powerful engines, and meticulous detailing) but also the dedication of the owners who keep these rolling pieces of history alive.
	The Gearhead Revival is more than a car event. It’s a community celebration built on volunteer effort, neighborly goodwill, and a shared passion for classics. From the early-morning setup crew to the participants who rolled with every detour and hiccup, the weekend showcased the best of Twain Harte.
	A big thank you goes out to all the volunteers, sponsors, local businesses, and participants who made the weekend possible. Events like the Gearhead Revival bring energy to our area, support local causes, and create lasting memories.
	Whether you’re a longtime gearhead or simply enjoy beautiful cars and a fun community atmosphere, the Gearhead Revival is an event worth attending. We look forward to seeing even more classics and familiar faces next year!

	Thank You to Our Sponsors
	Sonora Area Foundation Twain Harte Market
	Black Oak Casino Sloth Manufacturing
	Business First Yosemite Design
	Twain Harte CSD Westside Auto Club
	Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce                  Numerous donations from car participants


	SAUSAGES, MARGARITAS, AND CARS!
	by Lise Lemonnier, Planning Section Chief
	Last Saturday, the last Saturday of June, was a beautiful day in Twain Harte. As it has been in the last few
	years, the day was dedication to the annual Gearhead Car Show in downtown Twain Harte. Our Community Emergency Response Team (CERT, as you know us) offered food and drink to the car gazers. We sold (and sold out!) Lockford sausage, hot dogs, soda, beer, wine, and margaritas, as well as our Twain Harte Fire Department T-shirts and hats. The crew looked unusually spiffy in their new green and logo-ed aprons!
	Thanks to everyone who helped out, and thank you to those who purchased our goods. A great big thank you to the firefighters who helped us set up and take down our booth. Great teamwork!


	Watermelon-Mint Lemonade
	INGREDIENTS:
	1 1/2 Quarts water 1/2 Cup sugar 2 Sprigs mint + more for garnish 5-6 Cups cubed watermelon 1/2 Cup freshly squeezed lemon juice (about 4 lemons)
	Recipe shared by Carol Hallett
	15 min prep 25 min total time
	6-8 servings
	Level: Easy

	DIRECTIONS:
	1. In a large pot, bring water and sugar to a
	light boil. Stirring until the sugar is dissolved and the mixture is clear. Remove from heat.
	2. Add sprigs of mint and allow to steep for 15
	minutes.
	3. Remove mint sprigs and allow the liquid
	mixture to cool for 10 minutes.
	4. Pour the liquid mixture into a blender with
	the watermelon cubes. Blend until smooth.
	5. Pour the mixture into a fine-mesh sieve into
	a pitcher to remove any pulp and seeds.
	6. Stir in lemon juice and serve immediately
	over ice with a sprig of mint for garnish.
	CERT BASIC TRAINING AT CHICKEN RANCH
	by Mike “Red” Griffin, Training Officer
	The Chicken Ranch CERT hosted the CERT Basic Training course during the weekend of June 12-14. Thanks to Chief New of Chicken Ranch and to instructors Chad Fitzgerald and Mark Ferreira for putting on this training
	class. Chad came from Clovis to lead the class; I attended as an observer.
	There were five attendees, and they all enjoyed delicious lunches provided by Chicken Ranch on Saturday and Sunday. The attendees and instructors greatly appreciated the famous Twain Harte CERT flashcards provided to all students. Students played “CERT Jeopardy” as a final wrap-up to the course!
	The next Basic Training course will be hosted at Twain Harte CERT in April 2027.


	SAFETY TIP

	Pool & Water  Safety
	by John Buckingham, Safety Officer
	Protect Children Around Water
	Never leave children unattended in or near water, even for a moment.
	Install pool barriers, covers, and alarms.
	Enroll children in swimming lessons and learn to swim yourself.
	Ensure pool and spa drain covers meet safety standards and teach children to stay away from drains.
	Stay Safe in the Water
	Always swim with a buddy.
	Learn CPR. It can save a life.
	Swim only in designated areas with lifeguards when possible.
	Check weather and water conditions before swimming, and leave the water immediately if thunderstorms approach.
	Never dive into water unless you know it is deep enough.
	Remember: Drowning can happen in as little as 2 inches of water, but it is 100% preventable with proper supervision and safe practices.

	WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?
	by Lise Lemonnier, Planning Section Chief

	APRIL
	WHAT’S HAPPENING  NEXT?

	UPCOMING

	Events
	Visit Tuolumne County: https://www.visittuolumne.com/events
	Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce: https://www.embracethelocal.com/community

	Join or start a  FIREWISE  neighborhood
	MEETINGS
	THCSD Board Meeting                      Wednesday, July 8th, 2026 9:00 am   22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings
	THA-CERT & Fire Board Meeting Thursday, June 9th, 2026 9:30 am 22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room.
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