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We hope you enjoy this month's issue. Our goal
is to provide information to the community,
focusing on preparedness, safety, and health.  If
you have a suggestion for future articles, please
contact twainhartecert@gmail.com for
consideration of the topic by the board. 1

Page 8

Page 9

Page 10

"The earth laughs in
flowers."

– Ralph Waldo Emerson
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THCSD GENERAL MANAGER REPORT
by Tom Trott,  THCSD General Manager
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To learn more details,  join us at our monthly THCSD board meetings.



TWAIN HARTE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief

April Responses: 

EMS Incidents: 27
Fires:1 

Public Service Assists: 12
Emergency Standby: 1

False Alarms: 4

 Staffing

Full-Time Captains: 2
Full-Time Engineers: 3

Intern Operator: 1
Reserve Firefighters: 2
Intern Firefighters: 5

April Training Hours: 210 

Incident Responses

Twain Harte: 26.5%
Tuolumne County Fire: 73.5% 

In April, Captain Slater and his crew conducted 
annual maintenance on the entire fleet. Maintenance included
fluid changes, in-depth inspections, and minor repairs.

A big thank you to the water/sewer
department for purchasing shelving for

Station 2.

All shifts assisted with the THCSD
district office fuel-reduction project.
This fuels project is intended to reduce
fire fuels to reduce or 
eliminate potential fire 
threats, while also 
creating a fire-
resilient landscape 
that other property 
owners can adopt.

Tablet Command
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Fleet

Facilities

On April 5th, all Tuolumne
County and Calaveras County

Fire agencies attended the
Tablet Command training. Both

counties are now live with the
Tablet Command.



THCSD WATER & SEWER REPORT
by Lewis Giambruno, THCSD Operations Manager
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1.  The cedar tree at the ballfield was removed. It blocked

the lights, raising safety concerns.

2. Bark at the playground was topped off.

3.Garrett working with a contractor to improve our

battery system at the Black Oak Communications.

4.Peterson Excavation fusing HDPE pipe for the sewer line

replacement project at the Cresta sewer bench.

5.Robert & Eric conduct routine lakeweed and algae

maintenance at Shadybrook Reservoirs

6.Garrett studying to gain additional licensing and skills.

7.Clay courts featured in Cali Clay advertisement in

Racquet Sports Industry Magazine.

8.Service line repairs made near skate park & on Sierra Dr

1 2 3

4

5

6

The Pipehunter Hydro-Excavator blower is still out

for repairs. Parts are taking longer than expected.

New return status is possibly the 2nd half of May.

We provided 2.125 million gallons of treated water

to TUD during the Ditch Outage

Mulch has been delivered and is in the process of

being placed at Twain Harte Meadows Park.

Concrete tables have begun to be put together at Eproson Park. This will allow tables to be

placed elsewhere where picnic benches have been requested. Possibly the tennis courts and

ballfield area.

The Snack-shack business (The Press Box) completed its first full month of operations, albeit

with some rain-outs.

New parking lines painted at the tennis courts.

Meter box was raised at Golf Course to prevent continued damage to the meter register.

87

NOT PICTURED



THFD: LIFE SAFETY AWARD
by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief

The Twain Harte Fire Department proudly recognizes Fire Captain Neftali Orozco, 
Engineer Kaleb Trine, Intern Firefighters Mason Jones, Ethan Row, and Charles 
Kjeldgaard, along with CAL FIRE Fire Apparatus Engineers Jeremy Palmer and Dylan 
Gomes, Fire Captain Sean Steret, FAE Anthony Cooper, FAE Joe Radanovich, and TCFD Resident
Firefighter Bryce Nicolson, for their exceptional actions and commitment to life safety during a
critical incident.

During severe winter storm conditions, this team responded to two separate medical rescues
involving two male victims trapped in snow conditions. Facing hazardous terrain, limited access, and
extreme weather, they worked cohesively and without hesitation to stabilize, extricate, and safely
remove the patients from a life- threatening situation.

Their professionalism, teamwork, and unwavering 
dedication to protecting life reflects the highest standards 

of the fire service and exemplify their respective 
departments' mission and values. Their actions 

directly contributed to the preservation of life and are 
worthy of this Twain Harte Fire Department 

Life Safety Award.
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I recently attended a candidates’ night at Twain Harte School auditorium, and it
brought back some fond memories of attending school there. In 1961, it was a
brand-new school, and I was graduating from the 8  grade. I am impressed by how
well it has been maintained and by the workmanship that went into it.

th

TWAIN HARTE: STORIES BENEATH THE PINES
by Cooper J.  Kessel,  Community Member

The 3:00 PM recess was one of my favorite times at school. My friend Bill Holman and I would
frequently race out to the far end of the field and listen for the Sugarpine Railroad train to see if we
could get a glimpse of the train and its cargo of logs as it descended toward the overcrossing at Twain
Harte Drive. (Back then, it was the main 108 Highway) The telltale sign it was approaching was the
squealing of the brakes, which echoed through the trees in the valley around the school. If we got

lucky and it was on time, maybe we could get
a glimpse of the train. The big highlight was
seeing the train cars when they were
carrying a single log load! Those trees were
massive, and Bill and I would stare in awe to
see the first car with the butt cut, the next car
with a large straight log, and the one
following with maybe two or three logs
aboard. Logging, mining, milling, and
railroads were active and a part of living in
the communities in Tuolumne County.
Living in Twain Harte was especially exciting
because of the summer fun activities around
town. The Miniature Golf course, the skating
rink, the trampoline park, Wingo’s Bakery,
and the Twain Harte Lake were great
attractions. I didn’t appreciate how lucky I
was to live there at the time, but now I do!  



recovery area, where we will practice what we just learned, checking on the firefighters and providing
rest and refreshments.

This is important and valuable training required if a CERT member wishes to deploy when we are
called upon to provide this service. Volunteers must have their CERT Basic Training certificate to
receive the Firefighter Rehab certificate. However, it is possible to do the FF Rehab training first and
we will hold that certificate until the Basic Training is completed, and that certificate is presented to
us. Then we can give the FF Rehab certificate to the volunteer.

We already have a small group registered for this class. If you have not yet registered, but want to take
the class, please contact us by June 10th at – TwainHarteCERT@gmail.com.
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FIREFIGHTER REHAB TRAINING
by Carolee White, Training Officer & Blood Drive Coordinator

The Firefighter Rehab introduction/refresher, combined with supplies check and
inventory, was held on Saturday, May 2nd. We had a mix of experienced volunteers
and some newbies. There was also a talk by a crew from the TH fire station, led by 
Engineer Kaleb Trine, discussing the gear that firefighters use. Overall, it was an informative and
useful event. What made it even better was celebrating Engineer Cory Payton’s birthday!

The second part of this training will be the
official FEMA course, held on Saturday, June
13 th at the training area located at 22912
Vantage Point Dr, TH. This class includes 3 hrs
of “lecture” time (PowerPoint presentation and
discussion by experienced responders), then
about 1 hour of boots-on-the-ground training
outside, where we will get the opportunity to
work with the Twain Harte Fire Dept and,
perhaps, a few other local fire departments, as
they do interior live-fire training on site. To be
clear, the firefighters will be doing the live-fire
training. They will then come to the  CERT

Basic Training Class 
Information



WARMING/COOLING TRAILER UPDATE
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We've made a big leap in getting the trailer "season-ready," and, except for a few finishing
touches, the trailer is ready to roll.

By Bob Schreiner, Logistics Section Chief

Many thanks to Gatewood Heating and Air. Because of the generous donation of their labor, the mini-split
has finally been installed.

The batteries for the solar system on the trailer were 14 years old and no longer held a charge, so we
replaced them. The breakaway disconnect was corroded, so we replaced that, too.

At this point, the trailer can be used this summer as a cooling station. We still want to install cabinets,
folding steps for the side entrance, and handrails for the back entrance, but they aren't essential to the
operation of the unit.

A big thank you to Mike Mandell, Lise Lemonnier, Carol Hoch, and Ed Proctor for all of their hard work
this past month in helping me keep this project on target.

For about a year now, you have seen requests in the newsletter for CERT members and
TH Fire Dept members to submit recipes to go into a fundraiser cookbook, to help us
help the fire department. The goal was to have that cookbook available for sale starting

FUNDRAISER COOKBOOK
by Carolee White, Training Officer & Blood Drive Coordinator

this summer. Unfortunately, we have not received enough recipes to do so. We are not giving up on this
plan, but it is being postponed until we can get enough recipes. So, you are going to continue to see my
plea for recipes until we get enough to move forward.

Therefore . . . Here I am, asking once again
for folks to share a few of their tried-and-
true recipes to go into this special project.

We can use anything, but we are especially
in need of side dishes and appetizer recipes,
as well as anything that can be prepared
without electricity.

You can send recipes to – CPW.VolunteerWork@gmail.com
-or- TwainHarteCERT@gmail.com



REV UP YOUR ENGINES: GEARHEAD REVIVAL
IS COMING TO TWAIN HARTE!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 27 th, the Gearhead Revival Car Show is 
rolling back into downtown Twain Harte, and this year promises to be one of our best yet!

408

We’ve reserved prime parking in the heart of town so classic cars can line up on Joaquin Gully (from
the Arch to Ed’s) and Cedar Lane (from Hap’s to the Twain Harte Fire Department). If you’re
bringing a beautiful ride, plan to arrive early. Parking opens at 7:00 a.m. and fills up fast. Awards will
be presented around 2:30-3:00 p.m.

This is more than just a car show, it’s a full weekend celebration of classic cars, friendship, and good
times. Pre-registered vehicles will enjoy the “Tour de” Tuolumne Poker Run and Welcome BBQ on
Friday, giving participants even more chances to connect and enjoy the mountain air.

Whether you’re a lifelong gearhead, a weekend wrench-turner, or just love the shine of chrome and
the rumble of V8s, you’ll find something special here. Come admire meticulously restored classics,
stunning hot rods, and custom builds while enjoying music, great food, and family-friendly fun.

If you have a classic car to show, register as soon as possible; last-minute planning is already
underway, and we want to make room for everyone who loves these rolling works of art.

Come be part of the revival. Whether you’re showing your pride and joy or just soaking in the sights
and sounds, we can’t wait to see you there. Let’s make some memories on the streets of Twain Harte!

See you in the pits,
Dave & Carol Hallett 
Gearhead Revival Team

by Carol Hallett,  THA-CERT Past Program Manager
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Downtown Twain Harte
Saturday, June 27th

7:00 a.m. – Afternoon



Monthly Update |  page 9

1.  Preheat oven to 450 degrees.

2.Spray muffin pan cups with cooking spray.

3.For mini-sized Muffin cups: place 2-3

tatertots in each cup. For regular sized

Muffin cups: place 4-5 tatertots in each cup.

4.Place muffin sheet on bottom oven rack &

bake 10 minutes. Remove from oven.

5.Spray bottom of shot glass or small juice

glass with cooking spray. Use it (in twisting

motion) to press tots in each muffin cup to

make a potato cup.

6.Return to oven and bake an additional 15

minutes or until golden.

7.Add cheese to each cup. Bake 4-5 minutes, or

until cheese melts.

8.Transfer to a platter & let cool for 5 min.

9.Top with sour cream, bacon, and green

onions. Serve warm.

Loaded Tatertot
Appetizer

6-8 servings

INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS:

48-60 frozen tatertots

3/4 cup shredder cheddar cheese

1/4 cup sour cream

4 slices of bacon, cooked &

crumbled

2 green onions, sliced (green part

only)

Level: Easy

Recipe shared by Carol Hallett

NOTE:
Sour cream optional. I forgot to

add it and they were delicious. 

I cook the bacon in the microwave

between paper towels. And then

diced with a knife.

Melting the cheese does not take

long so watch carefully, especially

if you use mini muffin tins.

I like the mini tins because then

they are bite size appetizers.

10 min prep
30 min cook time
5 min cool time
45 min total time



by Casey Headrick, THCC Past-President
BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
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TWAIN HARTE AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Embrace the Local.

Business Contact
EMAIL: Ann@AnnMillerLoans.com
PHONE: 925-308-9200
WEBSITE: www.annmillerloans.com
NMLS# 312849/ DRE# 01151302

Business Spotlight

Ann Miller

In my line of work, what makes my business
different is simple: I work for my clients, not the
bank. That distinction matters more than most
people realize. I have access to 24 different
wholesale lenders, which means I’m not locked into
a single set of options. Instead, I take the time to
carefully research loan programs and match them
to each client’s specific goals. No shortcuts, no
one-size-fits-all thinking. I also believe in being
present for the moments that matter, which is why I
attend my clients’ loan document signing
appointments. That level of care and follow-
through has helped me maintain a 100% closing
rate, something I take a lot of pride in.

My journey into this business started shortly after I
purchased my first home. I had such a positive
experience with my loan officer that I took them
out to lunch in 1994 and asked how I could get
started in the mortgage industry and what habits
I’d need to succeed. That conversation changed
everything. I began my career with American
Savings, but after about six months, I realized the
direction I was being pushed in—promoting
negative amortization adjustable loans—didn’t
align with what I felt was right for my clients. That
didn’t sit well with me, so I made a change and
moved to an independent mortgage brokerage,
where I could offer a wider range of loan products
and truly serve people the way I believed I should.

A Client-First
Approach to
Mortgage Lending

Sr. Loan Consultant

One of the biggest surprises as a business owner
has been just how much the real estate market and
interest rates can fluctuate. It’s a constant
reminder that adaptability isn’t optional in this field.
Fortunately, that’s something I’ve been prepared
for most of my life. Growing up with a father who
served in the U.S. Navy meant living in different
countries and learning early on how to adjust
quickly, communicate clearly, and connect with
people from all walks of life. Those experiences
continue to shape how I do business today.

Over the years, I’ve also learned that trust is
everything in this business. Clients aren’t just
looking for a loan—they’re looking for someone who
will guide them through a complex and often
stressful process with honesty and clarity. I make it
a point to educate my clients so they feel
confident in their decisions, not overwhelmed by
them. When people understand their options,
they’re empowered to choose what’s truly best for
their future, and that’s where I find the most
fulfillment in what I do.

At the end of the day, my goal is straightforward. I
want every client to walk away knowing they
received clear communication, a smooth and
reliable closing, and support they can count on
long after escrow closes. Buying a home is one of
the biggest decisions people make, and I don’t
take that responsibility lightly. I’m here not just for
the transaction, but for the relationship that comes
with it.

“I work for my clients—not the bank—
delivering tailored loan solutions with

integrity and a 100% closing rate.”

https://www.annmillerloans.com/
https://www.annmillerloans.com/


WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?

Create a communication plan to keep
in touch with family and friends

If you do not have a vehicle, make
escape plans with friends or family

Leave a note stating where you are
going. Note the date, time, and
contact information. 

Follow instructions
from local officials

Plan/map out where your shelter destination is and how to leave for that destination. 

Summer greetings! Now that summer is upon us, it’s a good time to reflect and address
the issue of evacuation due to fire. Put a plan together for your family/friends  
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The total THA-CERT volunteer hours:        

APRILAPRIL

Administration =. 133   

Training =               35   

Deployment =            

Total Hours =        168

by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief

SAFETY TIP
by John Buckingham, Safety Officer

MAYMAYMAYMAY

F I R E  E V A C U A T I O N  t i p sF I R E  E V A C U A T I O N  t i p sF I R E  E V A C U A T I O N  t i p s

Identify more than one
emergency destination 

Be familiar with
alternate routes

Keep a full tank of gas in
your vehicle

Make plans for your pets. Some
shelters do not accept pets.

Review and update your
go bag. 

If evacuated, secure your home
by locking doors and windows. 

BLOOD DRIVE
by Carolee White, Training Officer & Blood Drive Coordinator
There will be a Red Cross blood drive on Monday, June 1st, at the Community
Center on Manzanita Dr in Twain Harte. Please see last month’s newsletter for
recommended tips and protocol. If you haven’t already signed up, it is worth
checking the RC website to see if there are any spaces left. RedCrossBlood.org
Hope to see you there.

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Contact:  Karen Caldwell
tcfirewise@gmail.com

Join or start a 
FIREWISE 
neighborhood

Join the weekly
Twain Harte 
Neighborhood 
Radio Watch   
Sun: 9:00 AM
FRS/GMRS: Ch. 18
To learn more, contact:
Lee Smith at 209-988-8832

MEETINGS 
THCSD Board Meeting                     
Wednesday, June 10th, 2026 9:00 am  
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room
https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  NEXT?

Events Events 
UPCOMING UPCOMING 

THA-CERT & Fire Board Meeting
Thursday, June 11th, 2026 9:30 am
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room.

Visit Tuolumne County:
https://www.visittuolumne.com/events

Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce:
https://www.twainhartecc.com/events
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https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings
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