
“Summer afternoon... to me
those have always been the
two most beautiful words
in the English language.” 

— Henry James
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We hope you enjoy this month's issue. Our
goal is to provide information to the
community, focusing on preparedness, safety,
and health.  If you have a suggestion for
future articles, please contact
twainhartecert@gmail.com for consideration
of the topic by the board. 1
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THCSD GENERAL MANAGER REPORT
by Tom Trott,  THCSD General Manager
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To learn more details,  join us at our monthly THCSD board meetings.



TWAIN HARTE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief

June Responses

On June 11, Engineer Payton, Engineer Trine, Intern Operator Castle, Intern

Facilities

Captain Slater and crew
installed the new Starlink

internet dish at the
community center.

Vacant Lot Inspections

The 2026 Vacant Lot
Inspection Program is

underway. As of June 30,
Engineer Kaleb Trine and

Fire Chief Neil Gamez
have completed 53 vacant
lot inspections. Inspections

are progressing on
schedule, with all

inspections anticipated to
be completed by the target

date of July 30, 2026.
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Electric Vehicle 
Fire Training

June 5th, Chief Gamez,
Engineer Payton, Engineer
Trine, and Intern Operator
Castle attended a class for

Electric vehicle Fires in
Clovis.

Firefighter Row, and Intern Firefighter Kjeldgaard attended an Engine Company Operations
course in the City of Mountain House. Upon completion of the training and while returning to

the station, the crew observed a large smoke column in the distance. They responded to
investigate and arrived to find a fire involving an approximately 1-million-square-foot warehouse.

The crew immediately integrated into the incident and provided support to the South County
Fire Authority. Twain Harte Fire Department personnel remained on scene for approximately

four hours, assisting with fire suppression and other incident operations. This incident provided
our personnel with the opportunity to apply the skills learned during training in a real-world,

large-scale emergency while
strengthening our partnerships

with neighboring agencies.



THFD REPORT CONT.
by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief

June Responses:

EMS Incidents: 31
Fires: 10

Public Service Assists: 4
Emergency Standby: 7 

 Staffing:

Full-Time Captains: 2
Full-Time Engineers: 3

Intern Operator: 1
Reserve Firefighters: 2
Intern Firefighters: 7

June Training Hours: 222

Incident Responses:

Twain Harte: 26%
Tuolumne County Fire: 63%

U.S. Forest Service: 10% 
Mi Wuk Fire: 1%
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THCSD WATER & SEWER REPORT
by Lewis Giambruno, THCSD Operations Manager
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NOT PICTURED
The Pipehunter Hydro-Excavator blower has been repaired and returned. We
determined that a possible air leak at one of the gaskets is present, as well as
other potential issues. A mechanic will be sent to diagnose and correct the issues.
The current sewer replacement project sections at lower and upper Cresta are
largely complete.
Old restroom conversion to storage is complete.
The Community Center roof above the kitchen and bathrooms has been
replaced.
A formal backhoe training program was developed.
Housekeeping was performed at wellhouses, pump stations, and the roundhouse.
Several miscellaneous plumbing repairs at the park restrooms were made.

Crews performed three
service line leak repairs.

The Christmas tree did not
survive the transplant. A

replacement is in progress.

Two sets of “Slow” stencils
painted along Meadow.

Weed-eating was completed
throughout the district.

Tie-in for the Manzanita Ct.
waterline upsizing.

State-required backflow
testing was performed.

The corroded pipe at well
#2 was replaced.

Sewer failed cleanouts from
the smoke testing inspections

have been repaired.

All paving repairs were
completed.



4  OF JULY PARADE AND REFLECTIONTH

KEEPING IT COOL AT BIGFOOT
by Mike Mandell, THA-CERT Team Leader/President 

Monthly Update |  page 6

by Lise Lemonnier, Planning Section Chief

The 4 th of July, Independence Day! My
immigrant mom’s favorite holiday. She would
dress up in red, white, and blue (down to her
fingernails), make lots of delicious food (often with a flag
motif), and start the party as soon as the first guest arrives. She
was always so happy to celebrate this wonderful country. I
thought of her often as the Twain Harte Area Community
Emergency Response Team (THA-CERT) participated in the
Twain Harte 4 th of July Parade. As Mike Mandell drove our
1952 Power Wagon, Matt Kain, Ed Proctor, and I rode along,
proudly waving our flag. There was a good-sized crowd
applauding us as we wound our way as part of the parade.
Another great day in downtown Twain Harte!

Success! We opened the cooling station for the Bigfoot Music Festival on
Friday. June 17th. We welcomed a few people for a cool down that
afternoon with the help of Matt Kain and Pam Vlach. Saturday was even 
warmer! As the festival started at 11 AM and lasted until 8 PM, many more hot people
needed our cooling station with its cooling mister and cold water served in the air-
conditioned trailer. Margaret Lawrence, Maria Benech, Carol Hallett, and Red Griffin
served approximately 115 people on that day. On Sunday, Matt Kain, Luz Kain, Pam Vlach,

 Lise Lemonnier and I
counted 77 people visiting
the cooling station, with
everyone expressing their
appreciation. Note that we
have added a handrail to
make it easier to walk up
the ramp to our door and
the cool experience
inside.



FLAG FAIRIES 
by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief
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The little flag fairies were at it again. Bob Schreiner, Allan Hancock, Mike
Mandell, Mary Schreiner, and me, the littlest fairy of all! Working together
spot by spot all over Twain Harte, we put up our collection of American
flags on Thursday before the July 4 holiday weekend, and we took them down on July 6 th
and put them away. We are getting good at this little job, and we enjoy it! The next time
the fairies will come to town will be for Veterans Day, November 11. If you would like to
join us for a very pleasant time of camaraderie and giving back to our community, please
contact me (Lise Lemonnier).

TRAFFIC CONTROL ASSIST FOR LINE BREAK
by Mike Mandell, THA-CERT Team Leader/President 

At 10:44 AM on July 20 th, I received a call from
Chief Gamez informing me that the Water
Department was working on a main line break on 
Brett Harte Drive and needed help with traffic control. I contacted
some of our members. Lise Lemonnier arrived on the scene at
11:10, Bob Schreiner and Matt Kain followed soon after, and traffic
was soon under control. Because some of the homes on the street
were without water, Twain Harte Community Services District’s
water department made sure that homeowners had drinking water
in this summer weather, delivering bottled water to them. By 4:47
PM, the pipe had been repaired, the hole filled, and our team was
released. It had been a warm but overcast day, so the heat had been
tolerable. Thanks to our great Water Department, water was
restored just as quickly as possible.



It was another great day for our community blood drive. We had 50
appointment slots available and set a goal of collecting 40 pints of blood. Thanks to
everyone who showed up, we exceeded that goal and collected 46 pints. Way to go, Twain
Harte; we are overachievers!

Six Red Cross team members made the trip up from Stockton (navigating the fire in
Sonora). As always, they were professional, kind, and a pleasure to work with. Five local
volunteers also pitched in to check people in and make sure everyone stayed hydrated. 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BLOOD DRIVE IN
TWAIN HARTE!
by Carol Hallett, Program Manager

Everything ran smoothly.

We kept the energy up with oldies music from the ’60s and ’70s playing in the
background. People were tapping their toes, snapping their fingers, and a few even sang
along—it really made the mood fun!

It’s always nice to catch up with neighbors, but the best part is knowing how many lives
we’re helping save with a relatively small effort. Thank you to everyone who donated or
volunteered—your contribution makes a real difference.



Do you have an emergency evacuation plan? Do you know how to be 

AUGUST TRAINING: EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS
by Mike “Griff” Griffin, Training Officer
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notified by Tuolumne County in the event of an emergency, such as a storm,
wildfire, flood, or other emergency event? Do you know what the evacuation routes are
from your neighborhood? Do you have a Go bag prepared for an emergency evacuation?
Do you have an emergency kit and Go bag for your vehicle?

We have multiple subject matter experts lined up to train on these important subjects, 

August 29: Emergency Preparedness

September 26: Traffic Control

October 17: CPR

SUMMER FESTIVAL 2026
by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief

We were HOT! Sizzling hot! I mean the temperatures were hot. It was hot
when we prepared for the Summer Festival in downtown Twain Harte July
24-25. This is a community event that happens every year, with this year 
the 51st. And, though the festival was more sparsely attended than in the past, customers
looking for something to do or for some eye-catching doodad to buy were glad when they
got to our CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) table. We had Margaritas, beer,
wine, Lockford sausage, hot dogs, and fire department swag.

As always, we had a wonderful crew at the table that made for a fun way to spend the day.
A big thank you goes to Allan and Carol Hancock of the Kitchen Store who provided lunch
for the volunteers. All day Saturday and Sunday, the firefighters were on hand to talk to
anyone, kid or adult, who stopped by. They showed off the firetruck and handed out little
fire helmets. But then, Sunday afternoon, just as we were cleaning up, the firefighters were
dispatched to the Dove fire in Sonora, and we haven’t seen them since!

Because attendance was a bit lower than in previous years, maybe due to the heat (did I
say it was hot?), I do have extra Lockford Smoked Dakota dogs in my freezer. If you are
interested in purchasing any, please email me at twainhartecert@gmail.com 

including Twain Harte Fire discussing evacuation
procedures. For the answers to these questions,
and more, attend our Emergency Preparedness
workshop on 8/29 at the Twain Harte
Community Center on Manzanita Drive from 9
AM to Noon. RSVP is not required for this event!!
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Recipe shared by Carol Hallett

Crescent Rolls
½ lb Breakfast Sausage (cooked)
4 Eggs (scrambled)
¾ cup Shredded Cheese

1.  Open and lay out crescent rolls in a

sunburst (see photo).

2.  Arrange cooked breakfast sausage

around the center.

3.  Top with cooked scrambled eggs.

4.  Top with cheese.

5.  Pull the tips of the dough over the top

and tuck the tips under the center.

6.  Bake per Crescent Roll directions.

7.  Serve warm and enjoy!

Sunburst
Breakfast

6-8 servings

Level: Easy

15 min prep 
25 min total time

INGREDIENTS: DIRECTIONS:

NOTES:
1.You can use Italian Sausage,

bacon, or ham instead of breakfast
sausage.

2.For a vegetarian version, cook
veggies like onion, summer
squash, and carrots (drain).

3.Use your favorite cheese.
4.You can brush the top with belted

butter and top wtih seasoning like
Everything Bagel.



WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?
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The total THA-CERT volunteer hours:        

APRILAPRIL

Administration = 262  

Training =                 6          

Deployment =      286       

Total Hours =       554

by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief

SAFETY TIP
by John Buckingham, Safety Officer

JULYJULYJULYJULY

JOIN OUR TEAM!JOIN OUR TEAM!JOIN OUR TEAM!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Prepared Together
Stronger Together 

LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER? WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU!

Email: twainhartecert@gmail.com for more information.
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Contact:  Karen Caldwell
tcfirewise@gmail.com

Join or start a 
FIREWISE 
neighborhood

UPCOMING UPCOMING UPCOMING 
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MEETINGS 
THCSD Board Meeting                     
Wednesday, August 12th, 2026 9:30 am  
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room
https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  NEXT?

THA-CERT & Fire Board Meeting
Thursday, August 13th, 2026 9:30 am
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room.

Visit Tuolumne County:
https://www.visittuolumne.com/events

Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce:
https://www.embracethelocal.com/community
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	We hope you enjoy this month's issue. Our goal is to provide information to the community, focusing on preparedness, safety, and health.  If you have a suggestion for future articles, please contact twainhartecert@gmail.com for consideration of the topic by the board.
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	“Summer afternoon... to me those have always been the two most beautiful words in the English language.”  — Henry James

	THCSD GENERAL MANAGER REPORT
	by Tom Trott, THCSD General Manager
	To learn more details, join us at our monthly THCSD board meetings.


	TWAIN HARTE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
	by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief
	June Responses
	Firefighter Row, and Intern Firefighter Kjeldgaard attended an Engine Company Operations course in the City of Mountain House. Upon completion of the training and while returning to the station, the crew observed a large smoke column in the distance. They responded to investigate and arrived to find a fire involving an approximately 1-million-square-foot warehouse.
	The crew immediately integrated into the incident and provided support to the South County Fire Authority. Twain Harte Fire Department personnel remained on scene for approximately four hours, assisting with fire suppression and other incident operations. This incident provided our personnel with the opportunity to apply the skills learned during training in a real-world,
	large-scale emergency while strengthening our partnerships with neighboring agencies.
	On June 11, Engineer Payton, Engineer Trine, Intern Operator Castle, Intern

	Vacant Lot Inspections
	The 2026 Vacant Lot Inspection Program is underway. As of June 30, Engineer Kaleb Trine and Fire Chief Neil Gamez have completed 53 vacant lot inspections. Inspections are progressing on schedule, with all inspections anticipated to be completed by the target date of July 30, 2026.

	Electric Vehicle  Fire Training
	June 5th, Chief Gamez, Engineer Payton, Engineer Trine, and Intern Operator Castle attended a class for Electric vehicle Fires in Clovis.

	Facilities
	Captain Slater and crew installed the new Starlink internet dish at the community center.


	THFD REPORT CONT.
	by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief
	June Responses:
	EMS Incidents: 31 Fires: 10 Public Service Assists: 4 Emergency Standby: 7

	Staffing:
	Full-Time Captains: 2 Full-Time Engineers: 3 Intern Operator: 1 Reserve Firefighters: 2 Intern Firefighters: 7 June Training Hours: 222


	Incident Responses:
	Twain Harte: 26% Tuolumne County Fire: 63% U.S. Forest Service: 10%  Mi Wuk Fire: 1%


	THCSD WATER & SEWER REPORT
	by Lewis Giambruno, THCSD Operations Manager
	State-required backflow testing was performed.
	The corroded pipe at well #2 was replaced.
	All paving repairs were completed.
	Two sets of “Slow” stencils painted along Meadow.
	Weed-eating was completed throughout the district.
	Tie-in for the Manzanita Ct. waterline upsizing.
	Crews performed three service line leak repairs.
	Sewer failed cleanouts from  the smoke testing inspections have been repaired.
	The Christmas tree did not survive the transplant. A replacement is in progress.

	NOT PICTURED
	The Pipehunter Hydro-Excavator blower has been repaired and returned. We determined that a possible air leak at one of the gaskets is present, as well as other potential issues. A mechanic will be sent to diagnose and correct the issues.
	The current sewer replacement project sections at lower and upper Cresta are largely complete.
	Old restroom conversion to storage is complete.
	The Community Center roof above the kitchen and bathrooms has been replaced.
	A formal backhoe training program was developed.
	Housekeeping was performed at wellhouses, pump stations, and the roundhouse.
	Several miscellaneous plumbing repairs at the park restrooms were made.


	4TH OF JULY PARADE AND REFLECTION
	by Lise Lemonnier, Planning Section Chief
	The 4 th of July, Independence Day! My immigrant mom’s favorite holiday. She would dress up in red, white, and blue (down to her
	fingernails), make lots of delicious food (often with a flag motif), and start the party as soon as the first guest arrives. She was always so happy to celebrate this wonderful country. I thought of her often as the Twain Harte Area Community Emergency Response Team (THA-CERT) participated in the Twain Harte 4 th of July Parade. As Mike Mandell drove our 1952 Power Wagon, Matt Kain, Ed Proctor, and I rode along, proudly waving our flag. There was a good-sized crowd applauding us as we wound our way as part of the parade. Another great day in downtown Twain Harte!


	KEEPING IT COOL AT BIGFOOT
	by Mike Mandell, THA-CERT Team Leader/President
	Success! We opened the cooling station for the Bigfoot Music Festival on Friday. June 17th. We welcomed a few people for a cool down that afternoon with the help of Matt Kain and Pam Vlach. Saturday was even
	warmer! As the festival started at 11 AM and lasted until 8 PM, many more hot people needed our cooling station with its cooling mister and cold water served in the air-conditioned trailer. Margaret Lawrence, Maria Benech, Carol Hallett, and Red Griffin served approximately 115 people on that day. On Sunday, Matt Kain, Luz Kain, Pam Vlach,
	Lise Lemonnier and I counted 77 people visiting the cooling station, with everyone expressing their appreciation. Note that we have added a handrail to make it easier to walk up the ramp to our door and the cool experience inside.


	FLAG FAIRIES
	by Lise Lemonnier, Planning Section Chief
	The little flag fairies were at it again. Bob Schreiner, Allan Hancock, Mike Mandell, Mary Schreiner, and me, the littlest fairy of all! Working together spot by spot all over Twain Harte, we put up our collection of American
	flags on Thursday before the July 4 holiday weekend, and we took them down on July 6 th and put them away. We are getting good at this little job, and we enjoy it! The next time the fairies will come to town will be for Veterans Day, November 11. If you would like to join us for a very pleasant time of camaraderie and giving back to our community, please contact me (Lise Lemonnier).


	TRAFFIC CONTROL ASSIST FOR LINE BREAK
	by Mike Mandell, THA-CERT Team Leader/President
	At 10:44 AM on July 20 th, I received a call from Chief Gamez informing me that the Water Department was working on a main line break on
	Brett Harte Drive and needed help with traffic control. I contacted some of our members. Lise Lemonnier arrived on the scene at 11:10, Bob Schreiner and Matt Kain followed soon after, and traffic was soon under control. Because some of the homes on the street were without water, Twain Harte Community Services District’s water department made sure that homeowners had drinking water in this summer weather, delivering bottled water to them. By 4:47 PM, the pipe had been repaired, the hole filled, and our team was released. It had been a warm but overcast day, so the heat had been tolerable. Thanks to our great Water Department, water was restored just as quickly as possible.


	ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BLOOD DRIVE IN TWAIN HARTE!
	by Carol Hallett, Program Manager
	It was another great day for our community blood drive. We had 50
	appointment slots available and set a goal of collecting 40 pints of blood. Thanks to everyone who showed up, we exceeded that goal and collected 46 pints. Way to go, Twain Harte; we are overachievers!
	Six Red Cross team members made the trip up from Stockton (navigating the fire in Sonora). As always, they were professional, kind, and a pleasure to work with. Five local volunteers also pitched in to check people in and make sure everyone stayed hydrated.
	Everything ran smoothly.
	We kept the energy up with oldies music from the ’60s and ’70s playing in the background. People were tapping their toes, snapping their fingers, and a few even sang along—it really made the mood fun!
	It’s always nice to catch up with neighbors, but the best part is knowing how many lives we’re helping save with a relatively small effort. Thank you to everyone who donated or volunteered—your contribution makes a real difference.


	AUGUST TRAINING: EMERGENCY  PREPAREDNESS
	by Mike “Griff” Griffin, Training Officer
	Do you have an emergency evacuation plan? Do you know how to be
	notified by Tuolumne County in the event of an emergency, such as a storm, wildfire, flood, or other emergency event? Do you know what the evacuation routes are from your neighborhood? Do you have a Go bag prepared for an emergency evacuation? Do you have an emergency kit and Go bag for your vehicle?
	We have multiple subject matter experts lined up to train on these important subjects,
	including Twain Harte Fire discussing evacuation procedures. For the answers to these questions, and more, attend our Emergency Preparedness workshop on 8/29 at the Twain Harte Community Center on Manzanita Drive from 9 AM to Noon. RSVP is not required for this event!!
	August 29: Emergency Preparedness
	September 26: Traffic Control
	October 17: CPR


	SUMMER FESTIVAL 2026
	by Lise Lemonnier, Planning Section Chief
	We were HOT! Sizzling hot! I mean the temperatures were hot. It was hot when we prepared for the Summer Festival in downtown Twain Harte July 24-25. This is a community event that happens every year, with this year
	the 51st. And, though the festival was more sparsely attended than in the past, customers looking for something to do or for some eye-catching doodad to buy were glad when they got to our CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) table. We had Margaritas, beer, wine, Lockford sausage, hot dogs, and fire department swag.
	As always, we had a wonderful crew at the table that made for a fun way to spend the day. A big thank you goes to Allan and Carol Hancock of the Kitchen Store who provided lunch for the volunteers. All day Saturday and Sunday, the firefighters were on hand to talk to anyone, kid or adult, who stopped by. They showed off the firetruck and handed out little fire helmets. But then, Sunday afternoon, just as we were cleaning up, the firefighters were dispatched to the Dove fire in Sonora, and we haven’t seen them since!
	Because attendance was a bit lower than in previous years, maybe due to the heat (did I say it was hot?), I do have extra Lockford Smoked Dakota dogs in my freezer. If you are interested in purchasing any, please email me at twainhartecert@gmail.com


	Sunburst Breakfast
	INGREDIENTS:
	Crescent Rolls ½ lb Breakfast Sausage (cooked) 4 Eggs (scrambled) ¾ cup Shredded Cheese

	NOTES:
	You can use Italian Sausage, bacon, or ham instead of breakfast sausage.
	For a vegetarian version, cook veggies like onion, summer squash, and carrots (drain).
	Use your favorite cheese.
	You can brush the top with belted butter and top wtih seasoning like Everything Bagel.
	Recipe shared by Carol Hallett
	15 min prep  25 min total time
	6-8 servings
	Level: Easy

	DIRECTIONS:
	Open and lay out crescent rolls in a sunburst (see photo).
	Arrange cooked breakfast sausage around the center.
	Top with cooked scrambled eggs.
	Top with cheese.
	Pull the tips of the dough over the top and tuck the tips under the center.
	Bake per Crescent Roll directions.
	Serve warm and enjoy!
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	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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	Prepared Together Stronger Together
	Email: twainhartecert@gmail.com for more information.


	SAFETY TIP
	WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?

	APRIL
	WHAT’S HAPPENING  NEXT?

	UPCOMING
	Visit Tuolumne County: https://www.visittuolumne.com/events
	Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce: https://www.embracethelocal.com/community
	Join or start a  FIREWISE  neighborhood

	MEETINGS
	THCSD Board Meeting                      Wednesday, August 12th, 2026 9:30 am   22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings
	THA-CERT & Fire Board Meeting Thursday, August 13th, 2026 9:30 am 22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room.
	Monthly Update | page 12




