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We hope you enjoy this month's issue. Our goal
is to provide information to the community,
focusing on preparedness, safety, and health.  If
you have a suggestion for future articles, please
contact twainhartecert@gmail.com for
consideration of the topic by the board. 1
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THCSD GENERAL MANAGER REPORT
by Tom Trott,  THCSD General Manager
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To learn more details,  join us at our monthly THCSD board meetings.



TWAIN HARTE FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
by Neil Gamez, THFD Fire Chief

 Staffing

Full-Time Captains: 2
Full-Time Engineers:3 

Intern Operator: 1
Reserve Firefighters: 2
Intern Firefighters: 6

Mar. Training Hours:  155 

March Responses: 

EMS Incidents: 33
   Fires: 5

   Public Service Assists: 4
   Emergency Standby: 9

False Alarms: 3

Incident Responses

Twain Harte: 18%
Tuolumne County Fire: 80% 
Mi-Wuk Sugar Pine FPD: 2%

TABLET COMMAND UPDATE

I would like to formally extend
my appreciation to Captain

Slater and Engineer Payton for
their assistance in the installation
of the new tablet mounts and the

activation of the iPads. Thank
you to Twain Harte CERT for

purchasing two of the four iPad
mounts needed for the engines.

TEAMWORK

On March 27th, the THFD assisted Water/Sewer
with removing a hazard tree from the walking
trail on Golf Club Drive. Due to the complexity
of the hazard tree, we reached out to Sindlar
Tree Service to utilize their bucket truck.

TYPE SIX UPDATE

Chief Gamez, Engineer Payton, and McNeal
attended the Fire West Trade Show in Reno to
evaluate a Type 6 apparatus manufactured by

QTAC, a company based in Chico, Ca.
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FACILITIES

Thank you to Engineer Trine
and the B-Shift crew for
starting the winter storm

clean-up around the district
office. This will continue after

the rain has passed.



THCSD WATER & SEWER REPORT
by Lewis Giambruno, THCSD Operations Manager

Not Pictured

The Pipehunter Hydro-Excavator blower is still out for repairs and is expected to return at the end
of April or early May.
THFD graciously assisted with the safe removal of a hazard tree threatening path walkers on the
bridge trail along Golf Club.
Shadybrook pond algae and lakeweed routine treatments have begun.
Storm cleanup continues as THCSD and inmate crews assist in the cleanup at our various
locations. More clean up and repairs are needed.
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Pickleball corrections were
made by the contractor for
returning bubbles. The tiles
were getting hung up on the
border and on the paint on

the tiles. A designated path to
the back of the pickleball

courts was put in. The wall
was raised to limit the amount

of erosion and debris from
flowing onto the court.

Corrections required by the County of
Tuolumne Health Department were made to the

snack-shack prior to the health department's
final inspection. Fixes included a larger water

heater, a sealed coping, a drip pan on both sides
of the sink, an air gap for sink drains, and a

water heater for handwashing in old bathrooms.

Routine sewer
jetting & manhole
inspections work.

Water line installed
for FD ice machine

at Station 2.

A leak was located
and repaired on

Spruce.

SWTP generator
underwent a bank

load test.

A booster pump is
replaced with a

new unit.



We are doing things a little differently this year, which has involved a few discussions that ended up
tweaking the plans as we went. So, my apologies for the change in information from the first, . . . and
second . . . , flyers that were shared, to this final version shown here. Sorry for any confusion.

- May 2nd @ 9am will involve going over
the gear/supplies to do inventory, check
condition (batteries, etc), and to
refamiliarize experienced responders,
and introduce new members, to the
equipment. Though we are scheduling a
4-hr session, it may take less time.

- June 13th @ 9am is the official class,
which includes inside “lecture time” and
an outside, hands-on experience. The
plan includes a live fire component,
though it’s still being finalized and may
not occur. The rest of the activity will
proceed regardless. Dress for outdoor
conditions and possible smoke exposure.
Feel free to bring a chair if you’d like. The
class will run for 4 hours.

Please note the main changes –
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FIREFIGHTER REHAB TRAINING
by Carolee White,  Training Officer & Blood Drive Coordinator

Our first training class of the year will be Firefighter Rehab. This is an important class to
take in order to deploy for what is apparently our veteran CERT members’ favorite activity
(I was told by a few of the most active members).

- You do not have to have the CERT Basic
Training certificate before doing the FF
Rehab class. You can take the class now,
and we will hold the certificate until you
finish Basic Training and provide a copy
of that certificate.

- There will be one more CERT Basic
Training class offered through the
Chicken Ranch Rancheria this year. We
do not yet know when that will be. We
will post the info on our Facebook page
when we know, as well as individually
inform Rehab class members. You can
also reach out to the Chicken Ranch
Rancheria Fire Dept to get more
information.

To sign up for either or both days, please do so at least
3 days before that training session so we can plan

accordingly. To sign up or ask questions, email us at
TwainHarteCERT@gmail.com
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It’s become a beloved tradition: every year, THA-CERT hosts our Partners Breakfast to
express gratitude to the amazing people and organizations that support our volunteer
efforts throughout the year.

THANK YOU: ANNUAL PARTNERS BREAKFAST
by John Buckingham, Safety Officer

This year’s gathering was no different — it was full of warmth, good food, and even better company.
 
We invited our key partners to thank them for their continued support. That includes the dedicated staff
of THCSD, the Water & Sewer Team, and the hardworking crews from Twain Harte Fire Department.
We were also honored to welcome the President and Vice President of the Twain Harte Chamber of
Commerce, along with their outgoing president. Many others were invited as well — some unfortunately
couldn’t attend due to scheduling conflicts, but please know your contributions are deeply appreciated.

As usual, we served our famous
“Giambuno Pancake Breakfast” (a
playful nickname born from a
running joke between Carol Hallett
and Lewis Giambuno). I was tasked
with organizing the event this year,
and after proposing it to the board, we
decided to make things easier on
ourselves: instead of cooking pancakes
from scratch, we ordered breakfast
burritos from Local Press. We added
all the fixings — sour cream, salsa,
coffee, and orange juice. The food was
delicious and made the morning
much more relaxed for everyone.
 
We had originally planned to hold the event at the Community Center, but a firefighter training class
took priority (as it always should). Our team quickly adapted and moved everything to the meeting
room at the THCSD office. The change turned out beautifully — it created a cozy, intimate atmosphere
that felt just right for the occasion.
 
The room filled with friendly faces, and the conversations were light-hearted and genuine. It was exactly
what we all needed after another year of hard work supporting our community. Seeing so many
dedicated people come together was a powerful reminder of why we do what we do.
 
A big thank you to every individual and organization who joined us — and to those who couldn’t make it
but continue to stand with us. Mornings like this remind us how fortunate we are to have such wonderful
partners. Here’s to another year of working together to make Twain Harte even stronger!

HONORING CAROL AND HER HARD WORK 
by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief

The Rim fire of 2013 was influential in many ways,
including motivating our community to create the Twain
Harte Area Community Emergency Response Team,
THA- CERT for short. Spearheaded by Chief McNeil,
efforts to establish our current THA-CERT immediately attracted the
enthusiastic support of our neighbor, Carol Hallett. Carol became the
steady hand behind our group, soon the Program Manager, dedicating
long, hard hours and tireless efforts across several years. Carol was at
every deployment, every training, and every fundraiser. Now the Fire
District has planted a dogwood tree (Carol’s favorite) in her honor at
the THCSD (Twain Harte Community Service District) Office. The
tree, relatively twiggy at this point, will eventually shade a parking spot
that Carol has claimed as hers.
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WE WANT YOU!
by Mary Schreiner, PIO

Twain Harte CERT is looking to fill two positions: 

Firefighter Rehabilitation Unit Leader
Experience either as a first responder or as a medical professional (nurse, EMT, etc.) is
ideal, but any interested person can volunteer for this position. As the name implies, Firefighter Rehab
offers support to our local firefighters during a structure fire. Firefighters are logged in, have their vitals
taken, and are provided with food and hydration so they can recover before returning to work. In
addition to structure fires, FF Rehab also provides support during "live burn" trainings with the Twain
Harte Fire Dept. (Our Firefighter Rehab Training sessions on May 2nd and June 13th will provide great
first-hand experience of what FF Rehab entails).

Both of these positions report to the Operations
Section Chief. 

Traffic Control Unit Leader
Occasionally, THA-CERT will be requested to
provide traffic control in and around Twain
Harte. These deployments can last an hour or
two to several hours. The Program Manager and
Team Leader determine the number of people
required. The Unit Leader contacts THA-CERT
members who have signed up to assist in traffic
control (no "cold calling" of volunteers) and
coordinates shifts. Unit Leader also ensures all
members who volunteer have the appropriate
gear (high visibility vests, traffic signs, etc.).

For full descriptions of the positions or any questions, please contact us at twainhartecert@gmail.com. 

Our group of community helpers has not had a deployment in quite some time. So, it was
nice to get back in the streets when we were asked to help the Water and Sewer Department
with traffic control while they did some work on a sewer line on April 16th. We were

DEPLOYMENT!
by Mike Mandell,  Program Manager

deployed on Twain Harte Drive, at a busy curve in the road. A new volunteer, Carol Hoch, was there to
learn the ropes about how to help direct traffic. We had told her to expect to be out in the street for at
least three hours, but as luck (and the good work of the Water and Sewer Department) would have it, we
were done in less than 2 hours, no time at all in our books!

mailto:twainhartecert@gmail.com


Carrot-Shaped
Stuffed Peppers
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Level: Easy

INGREDIENTS:
10 orange or yellow mini peppers

8 oz cream cheese (softened)

1/4 cup Parmesan (finely grated)

1/4 cup chives (fresh, finely chop)

1/4 cup patsley (fresh, finely chop)

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/8 teaspoon black pepper

fresh dill (a bunch)

NOTES:
1.Parmesan (Parmigiano Reggiano) can

be substituted with Grana Padano or

Pecorino.

2.Make ahead: You can easily make

these hours ahead and keep them

refrigeratored in an air tight

container. When making them a day in

advance,  note that the peppers will

lose some of their crunchiness.

20 appetizers 15 min prep
30 min chill time
45 min total time

1.  Cut each mini pepper in half lengthwise

and remove all the seeds and

membranes. Place onto a small

tray/baking sheet.

2.In a medium bowl, mix together softened

cream cheese,  grated Parmesan,

chopped chives, salt, black pepper, and a

tablespoon of finely chopped dill until

well combined.

3.Use a fork or spoon to fill the halved

peppers. Don't over fill, you can add

more later if you have leftover mixture.

Place back onto baking sheet. 

4.Add a sprig of fresh dill at top end of

pepper. 

5.Chill for 30 minutes before serving. 

DIRECTIONS:

Recipe shared by Carol Hallett



by Casey Headrick, THCC Past President

Do you know of something happening in the Twain Harte
Area that should be featured? Email me at:

casey@twainhartecc.com

DID YOU HEAR...

A milestone for the chamber
Chamber partnerships

A new chapter for Twain Harte
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Ballpark Bites

The Twain Harte Area Chamber of Commerce has
already doubled its membership, a goal set for
the end of 2026, achieved instead by the first

quarter of the year, thanks to the trust, support,
and spirit of our local businesses and community.
Grateful and energized, the Chamber now sets its
sights on an even bigger goal: tripling membership

by the end of 2026.

The Twain Harte Area Chamber of
Commerce continues to build strong
community connections through impactful
partnerships. Working with CSD and Twain
Harte Elementary, the Chamber hosted a
well-attended District 3 candidate forum.
We also partnered with CSD to offer free 

The Press Box, is bringing fresh energy to the 
ballfield concession stand just in time for summer. 
Serving up classic game-day favorites like hot dogs, 

churros, and even breakfast sandwiches for those early
matchups, it’s a welcome upgrade for players and spectators
alike. Open during game days and select event weekends, the

Press Box offers a delicious reason to linger a little longer in
the sunshine. This revived space now hums with life, thanks 

to the dedication of CSD and owner Cameron McLean, 
whose hard work has transformed it into a go-to spot 

Twain Harte’s newest literary gem, Pixie’s Books,
celebrated its grand opening on April 24th, bringing
a cozy, dog-friendly space to 23000 Meadow Ln.
next to the Flower Cottage. Owned and operated by
Perris Larson, the shop offers a thoughtful mix of
new and used books, creating the perfect place to
settle in with a great read or strike up a conversation
with a fellow book lover. Book clubs are warmly
welcomed, and Perris is also accepting donations of
fiction titles to help grow the shelves. With its
inviting atmosphere and friendly spirit, Pixie’s Books

HOURS:
Mon/Tues: Closed
Wed-Sat: 11a - 6p
Sunday: 10a - 5p

for summer evenings at the park.

is already shaping up to be a
beloved local spot. Be sure
to stop in, say hello, and
give a warm welcome to
Perris and her dog, Pixie.

community yoga every Tuesday at 9 a.m.
at the Community Center, led by Tammy
Schulz, with donations welcomed.
Through an underwriting partnership
with KFUT 89.5 FM, Chamber members
also gain exclusive opportunities to
promote their businesses on local radio.
In addition, a new Motherlode Food
Project drop-off site at the Century 21
office on Twain Harte Drive makes it easy
for residents to pick up a green bag, fill it,
and give back locally.

Learn more about our community
partnerships by following us on
Facebook and by visiting us at:
www.embracethelocal.com

mailto:info@twainhartecc.com
https://www.embracethelocal.com/


WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?

BE FAST & Act Quickly!

We hosted our first blood drive of the year on March 30th. It was a successful event,
having just met the minimum goal of 35 donors out of the 48 time slots available. We had
47 slots reserved, and 35 of those reserved attended. There were two walk-ins, for a total of
37 donors.

Thank you, Teri, for volunteering to help with check-in!

by Carolee White,  Training Officer & Blood Drive Coordinator

- Walk-ins are accommodated as quickly as possible, IF the schedule is not full and there are no-shows.

- Be sure to go to the website the morning of the blood drive to fill out the Rapid Pass to save 
time when you arrive. This must be filled out each time before you can donate.

The next blood drive at the Twain Harte Community Center is 
Monday, June 1st. Sign up at RedCrossBlood.org

Women are more
at risk of having a
stroke than men. 

Signs of a Stroke

B
E

F
A
S
T

Balance loss, rapid dizziness 

Eye (vision) changes

Face dropping 

Arm weakness 

Speech difficulty or impaired 

Time to call 911 

This is Stroke Awareness Month so let me provide you with some tips on recognizing
the warning signs of a stroke taking place. When you spot the warning signs, call 911
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The total THA-CERT volunteer hours:        

APRILAPRIL

Administration =   220

Training =                   3

Deployment =            5

Total Hours =         228

by Lise Lemonnier,  Planning Section Chief

SAFETY TIP
by John Buckingham, Safety Officer

immediately. Time is of the essence and can make a difference between life and death, or
serious ramifications like disabilities.

BLOOD DRIVES

Mark Your Calendar!

- The time slots tend to fill up quickly (many of the donors sign up for the next one while still at the
current draw). So, if you want to do a specific date, don’t wait to sign up – get it done now, while there is
still space.
- It is unfortunately typical for some folks who have reserved a time to not show up. This is problematic
because they have booked up time slots, preventing others from signing up who would show up. Please
– if you sign up to come to a blood drive and your schedule changes, please go in and cancel your
appointment so it will open up for others to fill.

- With this in mind, if you want to sign up but the spaces are full, please check again a day or so prior
for any spots that opened up from cancellations.

NOTES:

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Contact:  Karen Caldwell
tcfirewise@gmail.com

Join or start a 
FIREWISE 
neighborhood

Join the weekly
Twain Harte 
Neighborhood 
Radio Watch   
Sun: 9:00 AM
FRS/GMRS: Ch. 18
To learn more, contact:
Lee Smith at 209-988-8832

Veteran’s Memorial Day CelebrationVeteran’s Memorial Day Celebration

Sunday, May 31 , Carter’s Cemeteryst

@ 10:00 am
19042 Cemetery Ln. Tuolumne

Sunday, May 31 , Carter’s Cemeteryst

@ 10:00 am
19042 Cemetery Ln. Tuolumne

FRIDAY, 
MAY 15th

MEETINGS 
THCSD Board Meeting                     
Wednesday, May 13th, 2026 9:00 am  
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room
https://www.twainhartecsd.com/board-meetings 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  NEXT?

Events Events 
UPCOMING UPCOMING 

THA-CERT & Fire Board Meeting
Thursday, May 14th, 2026 9:30 am
22912 Vantage Point, TH, THCSD Mtg Room.

Visit Tuolumne County:
https://www.visittuolumne.com/events

Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce:
https://www.twainhartecc.com/events
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